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"Thy Biſhop of LINGOEN; 


- 


F; 


Die Veneris, 1 23 Decemb. 95:-  - 


| bo is Ordered by the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal. in Parliament Aſſem- 
bled, That the Thanks of this Houſe be 
Giyen to the Lord Biſhop-of Lola, for 
his Sermon Preached before this Houſe, 


inthe Abbey-QChurch at Weitminfer, the 
I 1th inſtant ; and he is hereby defired to 
Print-and Pabliſhtheſame. © 


Matth. Fobnſon, Cler. Pazl. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


[Houſe of Lords, 


AT FHME 
Abbey-Church of St. Perer's Weſtminſter. 
O N 
Wedneſday, the 11th of December, 1695, 
Being the Day appointed for 
A Solemn Faſt and Humiliation. 


—_ — - _—_ tt. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God, 
James, Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 
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LONDON: 


Printed for John — at the Srar in Ludeate- | 
| Street, near the "_ End of St, Paui:, 1695 | 


SER-MON 


Houſe of Lozds, 


Pſalm LXXIX., v. 9. 
Which is alſo'in the Hyma for this Day. 


Help #«, O God of our Sakuation, jor the 


Glory of thy Name; O deliver us, and 
purge away our Sins, for thy Names. 


Jake 


T's Palm 1s a a Paſſionate Addreſs to 


God, compoſed for the People of the 
Jews, under ſome very great Suffering 
Gon Calamity ; either upon the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem an the holy Tim le, at the Time of. 
the laſt Captivity of. the cople of Judah, | Jan | 
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ſome Interpreters conceive; or the Slaughter 
and Devaſtation made by Antiochus afterwards, 
as others conjefture. 

Fhe Pſalm is fult of mournful and melting 
Expreſſions; and the P/al-#ft, who in the Ti- 
tle is faid to be Aſaph, of which Name there 
were more than one that' were devout P/ſalmiſts, 
do's in the Name of the ſuffering Nation, one 
while expoſtulats with God very pafſhonately ; 
another while petition very earneſtly for the 
Jewtſh Nation; upon whoſe account thisPſalm 
being compoſed, there are ſome Particulars in 
it that relate purely or principally to them; 
But then beſides, that theſe Particulars. may be 
applied in parallel cafes, where any ſuch hap- 
pen, to other people, there are others. more 
general, which may ſuit the ordinary Circum- 
ſtances of any Nation, under common Evils and 
Calamities ; of which this of the Text I take to 
be one ; Help us, O Go1of our Szlyztion, for: the 
Glory of thy Name 3 O deirver 16, and purge array 
our Sins, for thy Names ſ:ike. And it may ſerve 
not only ourDevotion in this Nation at this time, 
but our Inſtron alto; and for that purpoſe 1 
ſhailnow uſe it, © | ; 

In which there may be confidered theſe two 
grneral parts : : | 

} 1, The 
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+l "The Petition it ſelf, in theſe three inſtan- 
ces, Help us, O God; deliver us, . and purge away 
our SINS. 

'2. The Motive or Argument uſed, For the 
Glory of thy Name, and for thy Names ſake. 

I© the firſt of theſe two parts the Petition, 
there is a confeſſion of fin implied ; Purge away 
our fins : So that here we might propole two 
Ang 4 upon which to-diſcourſe. 

. From the confeſſion of fin implied, we 
m1 ht obſerve, 
hat it is very fit for Nations under heavy 
Preflures and Calamities, to confeſs their fins 
to God pubiickly. 

'2. From the Petition it elf (expreſt) we . 
might further obſerve, : 

That it is very proper -for "rs an affiited Nation 
to pray earneſtly toGod for h _ deliverance. 

Then from the 2d General, the motive upon: 
which thePetition is orounded, theGlory of God's 
Name, we may infer, 

That it 1s prop and acceptable to-God' for 
anafflited People to addreſs to him upon this 
motive, the Glo ry of of bis Name, or bis Names ſake.. 

I ſhall not infiſ upon either of the two Ob- 
ſervations inferred from the firſt General, as be- 
ing Topicks of Diſcourſe frequently handled 


upon, 
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upon theſe Occaſions: but I ſhall chnſeto treat 
only on the 2d General, and the Inference frork 
thence. - wy 
And here ſhall 1. Explain theſe Expreſſi- 
ons of the Name of God, and the 'Glory of his 
Name. | We NR 
2. T ſhalt ſhew you what particular Reaſons 
the People of the Jews had to petition God up- 
on this motive. | 

3- | ſhall ſhew you what general Reaſon there 
is that may juſtifie and encourage theufe of this 
motive by other People. | 

4- [ ſhall enquire, ſo far as we may with Re- 
verence and Humility, upon what Occafions, 
and at what Seaſons it 1s proper for any Nation 
to- ulerthis motive in their publick Devotions. 

And laftly, .1 ſhall make ſome Application to 
the preſent occafion of our meeting. 

Firſt, By the Name of God, in Scripture, 1s 
frequently to be underſtood God himſelf 1n all 
his Excellencies, Attributes and Perfettions;'and 
the Glory of his Name 1s the rendering thoſe Per- 
feftions-conſpicuous and obſervable : *'So*that 
to'move God: for his Names ſake, or the Glory of 
bis Name, is to move him, that the EffeAs of his 
Divine Attributes may be made viſible and itiu- 

- ftrious 


\ 


in-he Gahigd mers lo eahe thy ny 
The fag o Godw which aided 4 Peo- 
ple are prone to- defire God-to exert on their 


behalf, are principally his Power, his Joltce 
and his —_ 
When: ation 1s. nie: 


and difficulties by its Enemies, when there i500 
hope of Salvation, by any Outward or Viſi ble 
Aſſiſtance, then to defire God, to ſhew his Om- 
nipotent Power, 1s to defire him to glorifie and 
fignalize that Attribute. 

When an Enemy ogeat and Cruel, Bloody 
and Infſatiable, Revengefut and Irreconcilable, 
then to defire God ts 6s hk hisJuſt Indignation 
andVeugeanceupon themis todefire him to Tet? it 
be ſeen that there i5 a God that Julgeth i in the Earth. 
Whenſuch afflicted People are tenfibleof their 
Sinsand Provecations,and are humbled for ther, _ 
and are reſolved to torſake them, then todefire 
God to have mercy, is to deſire him ta gorige 
that Attribute of his,in which he takes moſt del light. 

Thus. theſe Attributes of Gol, which 

are his \Name, being exerted. in a. Genal and”i 


luſtrious-manner, and at a proper and  eafor 
; B ! 
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ble time,are rendred Glorious and:Confpicuous 
m the eyes of Men. | 

2. I ſhall ſhew you what particular Rea- 
fons the Jewi/h Nation had to petition God, to- 
Glorify thoſe his- Attributes on. their behalf; 
And there are two eſpecially. 

Firſt, As they were a Nation Sele&ed from 
the reſt-of the- World, and made: the pecultar 
People of God ; for he provided that People of 
particular Laws and Inſtitutions; and govern- 
ed them, not 1in General only, like the other 
Nations, as the ſupreme Re&or of the World, 
but as their National King, who reſided. 
amongft them-in a particular manner, having 
ſeveral Iluftrious Symbols of his Preſence ; as. 
the Ark, the Tabernacle, the Temple, and the 
Sbechinah, or viſible Brightneſs, Termed the 
Glory, which was a. Conſpicuous and Awful: 
Repreſentation of his Majeſty : 

' Bytheſe it was known, not to theFews only,but 
to the Neighbouring Nations alſo, that they had 
a peculiarGovernour, who took eſpecial care of 
them, and fed them, and condutted and fought 
for them, and afflifted and puniſhed other Na- 
tions for their ſakes; they knew him by thoſe 
' names of Power, the Lord; and the Lerd of 
| Hoſts, 


\ 
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Hoſts, by which he is frequently ftiled in the 
6s f that People. ED | 

Now this Nation being thus Politically 
united fo God, their Soveraign, in a National 
Bond, they ſeemed to haye one Common In- 
tereſt ; ſo that the Body could not ſuffer, but 
the Head muſt ſuffer with it ; and therefore 
finding themſelves under a great Preſſure and 
Calamity, in which they thought the Ho- 
nour and the Name of God would ſuffer with 
them, they call upon him, upon that very 
account, 'to ſave and deliver them ; For thus 
they addreſſed to him, as concerned in their 
Sufferings,and as 1t were aPartner with them,in 
the three firſt verſes of this Pſalm. O God, the 
Heathen are come into thine Inheritance, thy Holy 


Temple have they defiled, they have laid Jeruſalem 


on heaps, the dead Bodies of thy Servants have they 
given to be meat for the Fowls of the Air, -and thy 
Saints unto the Beaſts of the Land; where by the 
mention of thine Inheritance, thy Holy Temple, 
and thy Servants and Saints, It plainly ap- 
pears,that they apprehended God himſelf to be 
concerned in this Deplorable and Reproachful 
Suffering, and that it was. no little Reflection 
upon him, and upon the Honour of his Name. 

| B 2 But 
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But Secondlyas the People of the Fews were 
Politically united to God, their Soveraign- in 
a National Bond, or Covenant, So he expreſt 
himſelf frequently to have a particular Kind- 
neſs for them, "giving them many repeated 
Promiſes, of eſtabliſhing their Government, 
and the Sneceſſion of their Kings in the Royal 
Line of David, to perpetual Generations : For 
when they were Impatient to have a King like 
their Neighbouring Nations, and defired So- 
veraign Princes ina SuccefſiveLine, which they 
had no# inthe time of the Judges ; theſe be- 


vo nr mr only upon Emergencys and for 


a Limited time, and at moſt during their own 

_ fingle Life; And that God in Complyance with 
this Requeſt,appointed a King to Reign over 
them, who being diſobedient to his Commands, 
he would not eſtabliſh the Succeſſion in his Fa- 
mily, but found out David bis Servant, who 
was more obedient and more acceptable to 

_ him, to whoſe Poſterity he Limited the Roy- 
' al Succeſſion ;- promiting further by Nathan the 
. Prophet, that his Houſe and Kingdom ſhould be 
oh liſhed for ever, 2 Sam. 7. Ch. 16. v. This 
Promiſe to David is recited by Ethau the Pſal- 

' miſt, in the name of God himſelf, in the 89 
| Pſal. 


— 


- 


before the Howe of. Lords. 9 


Pſal. 3. 4. 1 have made a. Covenant with my 
Choſen, and Sworn unto David my Servant, thy 
Seed will T eſtabliſh for ever, and build up. thy 
T hrone to all Generations. 

This the Jews underſtood, only Litteraly, 
of a Viſible Temporal Throne, and a. Lineal 
Succeſhon of Princes, ſuch as. David was, to 

be continued'to the end of the World. 

But now upon the-taking and ſacking of Fe- 
ruſalem, and the deſtrudtion of the T emple. by 
Fire, and leading away their Kings and the 

| Body of the People into Captivity, it ſeemed 

to them as if God had been unmindful. of his 
Promiſe, the Government being ſubverted,and 
the Royal Family being in danger to be-ex- 
tin&t in the perſon of Fehsjachin ; all which ap- 
pears by the Complaint of the ſame Pſalmiſt,in 
the name of the Captivated Jews, in the fol- 
lowing part of that 89 Pſalm, at the 38 verſe. 
But thou haſt caſt off and abborred, thou haſt been 
wroth with thine anointed, who was one of Da- 
vid's Iflue and Snecefſion : T hou haſt made void 
' the Covenant of thy ſervant, thou baſt 'Prophaned 
his T brone by caſting it to the Ground. 

This ſadComplaint was true in theperſon of 

Fehojachin firſt, as alſo in the perſon of his rt 
tner 


ett en ted ak 
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ther Zedekiah who ſucceeded him ; and whom 
the Chaldeans took and brought to Babylon, kil- 
ling his Sons before his eyes, and then putting 
them out, and carrying him away in Fetters 
of Braſs. 

Here now the P/almiſt, and the ſuffering 
Captives thought they had a juſt Ground to Ex- 
poſtulate with God, as we read they did in 
the 49 v. of that Pſalm : Lord where are thy 
former Loving kindneſſes, which thou ſwareſt unto 
David in thy Truth? As if they had ſaid, is 
this the Stability and Duration of the King- 
dom and Family of Dawid, fo frequently Pro- 
miſed, and fo highly Celebrated ? Then he 
adds 1n the next verſe : Remember Lord the Re- 
proach of thy Servants. And not of us only, but 
of thy ſelf alſo ; Wherewith they have Blaſ- 
phemed T hee, as well as ſlandered the Footſteps of 
thine Anointed. 

By all that has been ſaid out of this Pſalm, 
it appears plainly that the Pſalmiſt and the 

oor Captives 1n whoſe name 1t 1s Compoſed, 
thought they had ſome Reaſon to Expottulate 
with God, as to the Promiſe he had made to 
the Houſe and Kingdom of David ; In which the 
Honour of hisName was not a little Concern- 
ed. 
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ed. And ſo much for the ſecond Inquiry, 
what particular Reaſons the Nation of theFews 
had, to petition God 1n their Extremuties, 
for the Honour of his Name. | 

Now 3dly, we are toenquire, what general 
Encouragement there 1s, for other Nations to- 
Addreſs to God upon the ſame motive; I ſaid, 
for other Nations, becauſe I conceive it to be 
a motive. more proper for whole Nations,and 
Publick Soctetzes, to uſe,than for particular and 
private Perſons. FE 2 

And the Incouragement 1s Sufficient, in that- 
God has upon occahions declared by his Holy 
Prophets, that he 1s not a little concerned for 
his own Honour, He would have his Name 
known and publiſhed in all the World, He 
would have that Honour given to Him, which 
is due unto his Name, to all his Names ; for 
he is ſtiled in Scripture by many Names, not. 
only with reſpe&t to his Eſſence, and Ezi-- 
ſtence, but alſo to his ſupereminent Attri- 
butes and Properties ; and he has declared that 
he will not ſuffer the Honour that 1s: due to 
theſe, or any of theſe,to be given to an Other, 
for which reaſon, amongſt his other Names, 
he ſtiles himſelf, a Fealous God, and tho he 


has honoured ſome of his Creatures, Angels,and 
en : 


— — — 
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Men, with one or othcr of his Names, or-ſome 
oneLetter or Syllable of hisNames, yet hedid not 
therefore allow that they ſhould receive ſuchHe- 
nour,or ſuch.a degree of Houour as He Himſelf re- 
quires. 'There are certain Honours, and certain 
meaſures of Honour which he hasAppropriated to 
Himſelf; and as he 1s very Fealous left any of 
theſe ſhould beaſcribed to any Other, ſo he-is 
willing, nay, He requires that they ſhould be 
performed to Him at all ſeaſonable Times, and 
upon all proper Occaſions. And we.then honour 
God,or his Attributes andProperties,when we juſt] 
eſteem the viſuble Effefl's produced by them; ; When we 
publickly divulge and declare them to others ; 
When we take Care. to have the Knowledg 
and Memory of them preferved to futureAges; 
When we improve in our Obedience under 
them, And truft and hope in God more conhi- 

| dently for the Experience of them. 

By theſe means-the Name of Gol is Hallowed as 
our Saviour clirects his Di es to pray, which 
He accepts,and with which ON is well pleaſed: 
I will get me Honour ſays God to Moſes, _ Pha- 
raoh and upon all hicHoſt This He did whenHe v- 
verthrew them in the Red $ea,in ſo ſurpriſing and 


ob; Lſervable a manner; and therefore He often put 
the 


—— 
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tne. people f Iſrael in mind of not only thoſe that 

were perſonally preſerved, but their Poſteri- 
ty and Succeſſion, becauſe his Power and his 
Goodneſs was thereby known toall the Neigh- 
bouring Nations. 

I ſhall now proceed to the 4ththing propos'd; 
To enquire, as far as it is fit for us, upon what 
Occafions ; and at what Seaſons it may be pro- 

er for a Nation to uſe this Motive 1n their 
addrefles to God. | 

We ought indeed to Honour God daily, and 
as much as we can to promote his Honwwr, and 
to pray that the Name of God may be more 
and more known and exalted, in the repetitt- 
ons of his Praiſes here on Earth,as they are re: 
peated in Heaven by Saints and Angels; T his, 
as I told you,our Saviour has taught us to pray - 
for, and in the firſt place, before we petition 
for our daily Bread, But belides, that this ought 
to be our daily prayer and endeavour,thereare 
ſome eſpecial Seaſons and Opportunities in- 
which good men ought to be more earneſt in 
their Prayers, and more Induſtrious in their In- 
deavours, for the Promoting and Vindicating 
the Honour of God ; and I think I may name 


theſe two. 
C Firſt) 
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_ Firſt, when the Exiftence and Providence 
of God is called in queftion, denied by ſome, 
and expoſed and prophaned by others. In this 
caſe they that believe inhim and worſhip him, 
ought to be concerned, and humbly to pray 
that he would appear fignally for the Vindica- 
tion of himſelf and his own Honour. Of this 
the Pſalmiſt ſeems ſenſible in the 119 Pſal. and 
at the 126 ver. It is time for thee Lord to work, 
fays he, for they have made woid thy Law;To work, 
that is, to work ſome extraordinary thing, to lay 
to bis hand as it 1s in the other Engliſh Tran- 
flation ; as if there was need to' put to more 
ſtrength than ordinary at ſuch a time, when 
mendid not only negle& the Law of God (for 
that has been uſual in all Ages) but made it 
null and void, as far as in them lay, by denying 
its Authority and Obligation. 

Now befides,that theWorks of Creation which 
we ſee daily with ourEyes,area ſufficient evi- 
dence of the Almighty Power and Wiſdom of 
God. There are ſome ſurpriſing Atts of his Pro- 
vidence, that many times make a more ſenfi- 
ble Impreſſion upon the minds of men,than the 
common and ftanding eftects of his ominipo- 


tent Power. 
There 


FELT 


There are various inſtances by which the Pro- - 
vidence of God isrendred ſignal and obſervable 
in the World but in none ſo much as in the E- 
vents of War. In this God isas it were the Ar- 
biter, it being an Appeal to 1g; pg alone has 


Right and Power todecide the Conteſt; He be- 
ing King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, from 
whom all Right and all Authority is derived; 
Ayd therefore he oftentimes thinks fit tolnter- 
poſe,in an extraordinary manner,upon this Oc- 
cafion. All hiftory, both Sacred and Prophane 
mformg us, that there 1s nothing more uncer- 
tain in the view of Man, than the Iflue and 
Succeſs of Battles ; a great deal depends upon 
ſuddain, and unforeſeen, and unavoidable Ac- 
cidents; occaſioned many times, by Meteors and 
Exhalations of the Earth, which ariſe ſudden- 
ly and ſpend themſelves vehemently; But now 
all theſe are intirely in the hand of God, and 
they are ordered and conducted by his Provj- 
dence. Who bringeth forth t1e Clouds from the ents 
of the World, and ſendeth forthLightning with the 
Rain,and bringeth the Winds out of hisT reaſures as 
the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it;and this hedoes to ſhew 
that he is the only ſupreme Potentate, and that 


he is Wonderful amongſt the Kings of. the Earth, 
C 2 5G 
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© So then if the Battle be not always to the ſtrong, 
butas it ſeems good to him who takes upon him to 
decide this great C ontroverſy, what #bold Prefum - 
ption 1s it to QueStion the Providence of God in this 
Event ?and all that are Good and Wiſe ought to 
ſtand up, and Vindicate the Honour of God, and 
the Glory of bis Name, *in this and all other Hu- 
man Affairs, in which the Wiſdom and the 
Strength of Man 1s but Folly and Weakneſs. 
Thus the Pious King Hezekzah and the 
Nobles of Judah were not a little concerned 
when they heard Rab/hecah Blaſpheme the God 
of Iſrael, as if he was not able to refiſf®the 4/- 
ſyrian Monarch ; That haughty General, who 
ſeemed to be a Renegado Jew, by his ſpeaking 
to the Jews 1n their own Language, was not a- 
fraid,in the Name of his New Maſter Sennacha- 
rib, according to the cuſtom of Renegadoes, to 
defy that God whom he had once worſhipped. 
T bus ſaith the great King, ſays he, the King of 
Aﬀyria, where are the Gods of the Nations round 
about us ? not the Nations only, but their Gods . 
And then he goes on Blaſpheaming the God of 
Iſrael, as if he was no better than, the Gods of 
Wood and Stone, which he had burnt, and 
trampled upon; well then might Hezekiab,and 
the 
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the Headsof the Tribes of Judsh complain, that 
that was a day of Trouble and Rebuke and Blaſ- 


phemy : And well might they Aſſemble them- 


ſelves ſolemnly in the Houſe of the Lord, and 
move him for the Honour of b1s Name,which the 
Enemy had ſo Blaſphemed, to Reſcue and De- 
liver them;for ſo it is ſaid, That Hezekiah Pray- 
ed thus before the Lord, 2 Kings 19.15,16. O 


' Lord God of Urael,thay art the God, thou alonezbow 


down thy Ear, and hear the words of Sennacharib, 
which he hath ſent to reproach the Irving God, and 


ſave us out of his hand, that all the Kings of the 


Earth may know, that thou art the Lord God, even 
thou only. | 
2dly. Another Seaſon, when 1t 1s proper for a 
People to uſe this motive to God, 1s either when 
they themſelves or others, whom common Hu- 
manity. and Chriſtian Charity oblige to commi- 


erate, lye under great and heavy Opreffions ; 


in this caſe Men may contidently apply them- 
ſelves to God, for the ſake of his Honour an 
for his Holy Name. | 
For as he is the common Father of Mankind, 
1t 18 agreeable to his Will, and to his Attributes 
of Juſtice and Compaſſion, either to prevent Vi©- 
lence and Oppreſſion,or to Reſtrain and Puniſh - - 
e 
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.. He has made all Mankind of the fame Mhteri- 
| 2s, and in the fame Mould, by which there 
ies an Obligation upon them to mutual T ender- 
neſs and AſſiStance ; and he has Planted in Men 
an Appetite to Union and Confederacy, by which 
they are free and ready to be combin'd in Go- 
vernment for their own common Safety andPre- 
ſervation ;for the defign and end of Government 
is Security and Peace, which is confonant to the 
Will of God, and to the Wiſdom of hrs Providence. 
If we allow the Notion of thoſe Men who 
make Government to proceed only fromNeceſtty, 
and from Mutual Compact an1 Agreement, and al- 
lowing alfo Appetites an1 {nciinations in Men to 
that purpoſe, we may reaſonably thence 1nfer, 
That it is very diſagreeable to the Ends of Go- 
vernment,that they who are united for the ſake 
of Preſervation,ſhould be devoured andconſum- 
ed by one another ; that Government ſhould be 
made an Inſtrument of Oppreffion,and that one 
Man ſhould ruin Millions Arbitrarily and wan- 
tonly againſt the ſtated meaſures of Juſtice, and 
the Bounds of Common Humanity: We cannot 
therefore but conceive thus Wortirly of God, that 
He who has planted in Men ſuch Appetttes of Pre- 
(ervation, and allows ſuch Union and Confederacy, 
will . 


— 
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will have Compaſſion upon theOppreſſed;and thatHe - 
will in His jc TI Ae in wh own Time,pu- 
niſh theOppreſſors, who do not Rule,but Ravage; 
who do not feed, but worry and devour. 

Or if werather approve the Notion of others, 
who found Government upon Divine [n$tu- 
tion and Paternal Authority ; our common Con- 
ſanguinity and natural Relation will teach us, 
that it 1s unreaſonable, and unnatural to.de- 
ſtroy and prey upon one another ; for tho Pa- 
rents have a Superiority, not only by Nature 
but by Divine Appointment,and ſo likewiſe the 
Fathers of many Families, and great Colle&ti- 
ons and Societies of Men, it 1s only a Superi- 
ority in order to the Education and Diſc + un 
and good Government of Inferiours;they have 
no Authority to deſtroy and oppreſs at Plea- 
ſure ; for Paternal Authority Implies Care and 
Tenderneſs, and Love and Provifion, which 
are inconſtent with Tyranny and Cruelty, ſo 
that we may infer from this' Notion of Govern- 
ment, that God is much diſpleaſed with thoſe 
who mis-uſe this Fatherly Power ; if it over- 
flow its Banks, it is not a River that frudtifies. 
and Cheriſhes, as it ſlides Smoothly and Gent- 


ly, buta Torrent and Inurdation-that Spoils - 
and 
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and Conſumes all where it takes its Courſe. In 
this caſe God is Concerned for his own Honour, 
to. Interpoſe and to Rebuke theſe ſwelling 
Waves ; and the oppreſſed may. very Properly 
apply themſelves to him as their Common Fa- 
ther, and humbly beg of him to deliver them 
from the hands of ſuch men, who are his Mi- 
niſters Indeed, but miſuſe their M Uniſtry,and Em- 
plyat not tohelp and defend,but to ruin and devour. 
But befides, that this[dea of God and theſeNoti- 
ons of hisGovernment of th?World,may convince us 
that it is agreeable to foo ,and for > 2 wk of his 


Fuſtice,an1 hisFatherlyLove an1C ona on,fo relieve 


theInjured and Oppreſſed. He has alto declared the 
ſameby his Meſſengers and Prophets in his halyWord 
and Revelation. He often makes known Himſelf 
under the Stile and (harafer of aDeliverer, aSavi- 
our and Helper and particularly of theOppreſſed; 4 
Refuge and Defence in time of Trouble. Theſe are 
the Names of God in Scripture, and He Delights 
to be Invocated and Honoured by theſe Names. 
When He delivered the Children of Iſrael out of 
thelronFurnaceas the Prophet Feremias terms the 
Egyptian Bondage, He is ſaid J & him aName as 
the ſameProphet exprefles it; T heLord that brought 
them out of the Land of Egypt.cut of the Hou? "oy 
RY - 


ax In 


before the Hoſe of Lord. 51 


Bondage; by whichName He was pleaſed to be ſti- 
kd, anditited Himſelf when. He Diftated the 
Ten (argues to His Servant Moſes.” © ©" 
And when He delivered them from hat other 
Captivity in Babylon,then He got Him s New Name 
as the ſameProphet deſcribes Him,ſaying of Him- 
ſelf infer.16.14,15. But the day is come, ſaith the 
Lord,that it ſhall no more be ſaid, theLord tiveth who 
brought up the Children of Tſrael out of 'the Land of 
Egypt, but theLord liveth who bronght up the Child- 
ren q Iſrael from theLand of the North, and from all 
the Lands whither he had driven them. © © 
So agreeable 1s it to God to be ftiled;and to 
ſtile Himſelf byNames of Dehiverance,and with 
reſpett to Oppreſion particularly, And fo thePſal- 
miſt frequently deſcribesHim,Pſ.103.The Lord 
executethRighteouſneſs and Judgment for all that are 
Oppreſſed. And inPf.68.5.He i aFather of tbeFa- 
therleſs,and a Judg of theWidow; who ſetteth the ſo- 
litary in Famikes, and bringeth the Priſoners out of 
Captivity. And inPſ. 12.5.he introducesGod thus 
ſpeaking ; * For the Oppreſton of the Poor, and 
or the fighing of the Needy , now will [1 
ariſe, ſaith the Lord, and will ſet him in ſafety 
from him EDA athim, Well then may the 
oppreſſed and the afflifted call upon God by 
theſe Names, and w_ him for the Honour _ 
q- 
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Ty af bis Name, of this particular Name of De- . 
Izverer eſpecially, to, help and fave them in 
the time of trouble..; | 

I ſhall now, in'the laſt place take leave to 
make ſome Application of the whole to our 
ſelves, upon occafion of our Preſent Meeting. 

\ 1, Then, If Almighty God have ſuch a Re- 

ſpe& to the Honour of his. Name, as to:accept the 
Addreſſes that are made to him upon. that mo- 
tive, it 15a great Incouragement to us to make 
uſe of it upon all occaſions ; eſpecially upon oc- 
cahon of ufing ſome extraordinary Offices of 
Devotion. 

The Church o England was ſo ſenſible of this, 
that ſhe preſcribes it in the Litany Office, which 
isappointed to be performed Three. Times in e- 
very Week: OLord. Ariſe, hel yy deliver us for 
thyNames ſake. And again, 1s, and deliver us 
for thy Honour: And food oſer, NN theGlory of thy 
Name, turn from us all thoſe Poils, that we moſt 

righteouſl ly bave deſerved, 

But this 1s moſt eſpecially roper to be uſed 
upon Emergent and Extraordinary Occafions:; 
When a who,eNation is aſſembled, to humble them- 
ſelves before God, to confeſs their "ſons, to implore 


Pardon hab Forgiveneſs, to deprecate the Wrath 
cad 
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and Vengeance of God, and to defire His Dire&ti- 
on and Bleſſing upon great Occaſions, and in 
creat Straits and Piffculties ;- then to uſe this 
Motive, 1s very ſeaſonable; for the Honours and 
Dy/honours that are refleted upon God by Pub- 
kck Perſons,and Publick Bodies, afte&t Him moſt ; 
for a whole Nation therefore,* the Prince, the 
Nobles, and 'the-great Body of 'the People, to 
apply themſelves to him unanimouſly by 
Prayer and Suplication, for the Honour of his 
Great Name, muſt needs be acceptable to Him, 
and prevail with Him to bear and to belp/them. 
But then while they thus affectionately im- 
plore His Mercy, for the ſake of his Honour, they 
muſt, - . : 

- Inthe 2d. Place, Be carefalthat they do not as. 
publicklyDiſhonour him by therr Sins,4s'they pretend 
blickly to Honour him by therr Devotions. © : 

All Sin,which1s theT ranſgrefton of God s Law; 
tendeth to hisDi/honcur. It 1s anAfﬀront to his Au- 
thority, and to-theJuſtice, Equity and Reafona-. 
bleneſs of bisLaws and Government ; But the.Con- 
tempt f the Lawof God 18a greater Wickedneſs 
than the bare Violation of it ; and the Dyhanour 
done to God by it, is of greater Aggravation. 

IftaNation,or a conkiderable part of it (for it 
& 6 m 
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,onygi open Tranſgreſſioni'and bold Contempt of the 
Law of God,the Honour they do-to God by publick 
Faſting andConfeſſion, is not ſo acceptable toHim, 
as theDiſhonourthey do to his þolyName,byPro- 


phanation'and-Defiance, is diſplealing and pro- 
voking. - 

But if, like the Inhabitants of the Great City 
Nintgehb,they would intirely believe the Revela- 
tion of God,and-fincerely and univerſally hum- 
ble themſelvesand repent,as they did at the Prea- 
ching of the Prophet Jonas, no doubt butGod would 
have Compaſſion upon them, and prevent or 
Revoke the Seritence of Judgment, as He did 
from that City. 

But when one part of a Nation are uncon- 


cerned and [dle,and Negligently omit the time 
appointed forSolemn.and Publick Humiliation; and ' 


another part Expoſe and Ridicule it ; and a 


third, that reſort indeed to the place of Solem- . 


nity, yet neither Pray Aﬀectionately, nor Hear 
Attentively, nor Repent Seriouſly, nor break 
off any Evil Cuſtom,nor forſake any one Sin, 
nor refiſt any one Temptation, nor ſhow the 

leaſt 
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leaſt Effe& of Sorrow in the following part of 
their Lives; how can ſucha Nation expect that 
God ſhould be fayourable to them ? Eſpecial- 
ly if ſuchas theſe make up the greater Number;al- 
tho in an other Rank there may be a better ſort 
amongſt them, who attend the Offices and Mi- 
niſteries of Repentance with afflied and bro- 
ken Hearts,and fincere Reſolutions of Amend- 

ment of Lite : The devout and ſerious Addre(- 

ſes of this littleFlock, (altho God will undoubt- 

edly accept and reward them for it),cannot at- 

tone for theNegligencies, the Hyprocriftes, the 

Aﬀronts and Contempts of a far greater Num- 

ber; And if the Performance of the Methods of 
Reconciliation cannot avail to reconcile them, 

what can become of ſuch a Nation ? 

If this be the Caſe of our own Nation, it is 
very ſad and deplorable : Ido not ſay it is; but 
rather hope otherwiſe;but it muſt needs be con- 
feſs'd, that we labour under this ill Indication, 
That our Publick Faſts and Humiliations, repea- 
ted Yearly, for ſeveral Years together, are not 
accompanied, and compleated with a Viſible 
Amendment and Reformation. . 

Shall Linſtance to you in our Vanity and Luz- 
ury, in our Intemperance and Uncleanneſs, in our 
pro» 


F1 
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tophane uſe of the Holy Name of God by Oatbs an1 
om l. our Perjuries ki Blaſbhemier, Tel 
our Injuſtice and Partiality, in our Frauds and 
uncharitable Circumventions, in ourDivi/ions, Fatt1- 
ons and Animoſtties * Have we not been ſo far 
from Reforming theſe notorious Wickedneſſes, not- 
withſtanding our Faſtings, Confeſſions and Humi- 
kations,that we have Proceeded toa greater de- 
gree of Boldneſs and Confidence in committing 
them ? 7 

_ "Nay further, upon theſe Licentious Praftices 
ſome Men have built Pernicious Dodrines, and 
from denying God in their Works, are arrivd to 
that Degree of Folly, not only to deny Him in 
their Hearts, but with their Tongues. 

I might here, not 1mproperly, mention the 
Di/honours that are done to the Eternal Son of 
God in bis Eſſence, in his Doftrine, in bisLaws an1 
Government,in the Miniſters and Officers 7 bisKing- 
dom, and the whole ChriſtianRevelation, heſePra- 
ctices and theſe DoEQrines grow upon us Daily; 
They are entertained, encouraged and propagated 
more and more, to common Obſervation : And 
if this be our Caſe, that the Means and Mini- 

ſtries of Repentance have no better Effet upon 
us, but that we rather grow worſe under the a 
0 
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of them, by what other means can we expect. 
to be reconciled to God, and procure his Favour 
and Protetion * | 
We have nothing to move upon our own 
account :* If . God be pleaſed to Saveand Proſ- 
per us, it can be from noother Motive but the 
Honour of his Name : The beſt that we can ſay 
for our felves, 1s, that in our publick Worſhip we. 
do not aſcribe that Honour to any other which 
is due to him only ; we Pray neither to Saint nor 
Angel ; we make them neither the Obje&s of 
our Worſhip, nor uſe them as [nterceſſors on our be- 
half ; this may give us ſome ground of Hope. 
Beſides, it's-uſual with God to concern Him- 
ſelf in Oppoſing and Humbling Bloody, Deceitful 
and ts Men: He delights to Defeat Proud. 
and Preſumptuous Undertakings ; to Bajjle Haugh- 
ty and Inſolent Names and Titles, and Djoppoont 
High and Swelling Expedattons :, I his he Does. 
when he Pleaſes, and when 1t is for the Honour 
of his Name : But the Time and Method of do- 
ing it, muſt be left to His All-Wiſe Providence.” - 
Theonly thing that might encourage us to - 
hope for it ſpeedily, Would be not a National. Faft - 
only, but a National Reformation. This Hum- 


bling our ſelves, and Bowing our Heads like a 
Bull... 
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Eulbruſh for a Day, will not Prevail with God, 
who knows the y iden; all Hearts : But if 
we would Heartily, and Thoroughly, and Univer- 
ſally Amend our - Pig of our Doings, then we 


night expeft the Light of God's Countenance, 
£ sfings of Victory, and a= and 
Safety, and Wealth, and Good Succefs in all 


. our Juſt and Honourable Enterpriſes ; Which 
God of bis. Mercy Grant, ; for = Sake of 0 f fe -*g 

Chriſt : To whom be aſcril*d all Honour, and Glo- 
ry, and pn. now, hence for wks and for ever 


more. 


